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MISS RITA WEIMAN, short stor;
writer, playwright and mora ra

cantly writer of motion piotur
scenarios, considers it shocking that ^eturnei
soldiers are being allowed to go withou
work, food and clothing while the estlmabli
citizens bother their heads with the motioi
picture's responsibility for the increase o

crime.
"The moving picture is no more dangeroui

in its influence thafl the stories of Horatii
.Alger," she declared in defence of pictures
"The boy who will be Influenced to hold ui

it

WHmNKEBKmmM, iI?-,m wmmz mmmmmmmm

MISS RITA WEIMAN.

ar.ii sand bMT and rob and murder througl
the movies would probably have been equall;
influenced by Nick Carter. He would man

age to read these hooka on the ely If thei
were denied him as Chicago's Chief of Polici
Is about to deny him the dangers of thi
screen.

"Chicago's distress over the crime wav<

might better concern Itself with actual con>

dltlons than with Imaginary ones. Thli
whole -country and its citizens might bettei
concern themselves with finding employ
ment and looking after returned soldlen
who fought for them and. In more than on<

instance, have been forced into crime througt
their inability to find decent work.

Few Films Depict C
OF this group of men and women who«

opinions were asked on the motlor

picture evil the majority absolve th<
movie. Fairness In the discussion of the subjectdemands that the movies themselves b«
asked to reply to Mr. Plnkerton'e accusation
The Goldwyn Pictures Corporation mske(
the following statement:
"The contention that motion pictures ar«

responsible for wrongdoing among chlldrer
* recalls much tne same assertions that were
made In regard to the comic supplements Ir
Sunday newspapers when they first appeared
a number of years ago. It was urged al
that time that the presentation of mta
hlevoun children led other children to at-
fiiipi iiic same praima. Awwruuun wi unr

kind were aoon dropped, because they lackec
weight and Importance.
"The present outcry agalnet motion plct

uree as a detrimental influence on the youni
seems to be a natural par£ of hysterical anc

poorly founded blue law and reform agitn
tlon. *A number of systematic Investigation!
have been made, and'none of them so fat
reveals that youthful crime haa been to any
appreciable degree aroused by motion plct
urea.
"In the flrst place, only a email percentage

of pictures daplct crime, end e etm emallei
percentage show wrongdoing that would b<
understood by children, and consequently II
could not be imitated. Tor example, dramaticpleya eften are baaed upon frauds ei
various kiada relative te the awntag of propertyor the misdirection of inherited wealth
Obviously crimes of this nature do not im

|P press a childish mind, whlcn Is entirety
unfamiliar with such matters. *

, "It should be noted that In practically nInstancela a child character In a m<>tlor
picture presented In an evil llaht. Generally
he child la the vl- tlrcpt of tho wrongdoing
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y "It is a shocking thing to pick up our
- newspapers and find recorded almost daily
e the (act that veterans of ths war are bellcoming criminals because they have come

t back to their own to find not only lack of
a interest but, in many cases, absolute indlfiference, by their own. I mean no^heir kin,
f but the big family of Americans ror whom

they fought and blfd.
s "Recently one of my friends, an officer
a in the overseas army, was approached by a

i. beggar while walking in Thirty-fourth
j street. The forriier army officer noticed

that the beggar's trousers were torn at the
* knees. He wore no overcoat and his coat

was torn. My friend noticed that the yOung
man wore a service button, and, upon questioninghim, learned that he had been at
the front for two yaarei, had been twice
wounded, had contracted tuberculosis while
overseas, was about to undergo a second
operation on one eye, and on returning to
this country after havQig been discharged
from ths army had gone West because he
could not stand the New York climate. There
he worked at odd Jobs until finally he was
left stranded and returned East, thinking^te
could collect the pay which was still due
him from the Government and which had
been held back through red tape.
"He was not only unable to collect the

money projnised him through an Indefinite
length of time, but hs was unable to find
employn\ent of any kind because of his
weakened physical condition, and when my
friend met him he had not even the price of
a meal. If that young man in desperation
had held up some one it could scarcely be
blamed on the influence of the' motion
pictures.
"We Americans are inclined to Indulge in

wild enthusiasms that are momentary, givinggladly and voluntarily of ourselves, but
unfortunately we forget so easily. Perhaps
this is true of other nations as well. It is
undoubtedly a human trait, but it seems to

j me that In discussing the crime wave the
Chicago Chief of Police, Mr. PInkerton, the
police of other cities and the Government
should get at the fundamentals and not the
Nick Carters of the screen."
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Srreen as an RHurator
But Care Is Needed

DR. ROYAL 8. COPELAND, Health
Commissioner, when asked If he
agreed with William A. Ptnkertcta,

the detective, as to the pernicious- Influence
of motion pictures upon children, expressed
tha view that pictures on the wholh were

both educational and valuable.
"I w/juld analyze the movies as I would

the comic sections of thq Sunday newspapers,"he said. "I am not sure but there
ure certain pictures in some Sunday papers
that are -Just as detrimental to a child's
morale as the movies. Yet I doubt that
either the Sunday supplement or the movies
can be looked upon as a menace. The movie
provides an education for the children of
to-day that the children of no other genera>ime,

Say Defenders
of Its parents or of other adults. Consider
lng this and tha Imitative nature of childhood,a boy or girl who sera the picture and
la Inclined to mould his or her behavior on
that of the fictitious character Is set a good
example rather than a harmful one.
"The fundamental aim of even the most

melodramatic serial is to show how In tho
end right and Justice triumph over evil. ,

"Aleo, It must be conceded that children
are not concerned about the marital complicationsthat form the basis for so many
screen dramas. Here, of course, the question
is whether or not sex relationships are heliifr
presented In the true light for young mun

apd women who have reached the adolescent
ngc. dui hub in »i matter epnn rrom ilVJ
subject of photoplays Inspiring youthful

, delinquency.
1 %'And most important of all in this connection,It should be remembered that crime
. in pictures Invariably reaps the reward of
, punishment. This Is so much the case that
| photoplays frequency have been criticised

on artistic grounds 'n that they present a

j reward of virtue greater than is sometimes
. found in actual rife.

"Records of theatres show that the most
popular 'stars at matinee performances
largely patronised by children are those connectedwith essentially wholegpme comedy

3
pictures, as Mahel Normand, Charlie Chaplin
spd Harold Lloyd. During the last six

3 months there have been n<r mora popular1 ahort subjects than Booth Tarkington's "Ed"
gar Comedies." presenting child life

*

with
f children In the principal rolea.

"Unquestionably too much plotuee going
la not a good thing for children any more
than it ta for adults, but this Is something

' for parents to control, Just as they are expectedto control the development of their
> children along other lines. No one thinks
i of adapting all stage plays to youthful minds,
' and no more should it be necessary to designphotoplays for undeveloped Intellects."
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Studied Problem
ment, While I
pany Stoutly J

By MARTH
AN eleven-year-old Brooklyn boy recei
" breast of a companion two years his
was taken to the hospital, where the wo
who fired the shot was held as a juvenile
a patrolman, provided the revolver with v

into custody he said that he had seen hoi
them that he wanted to see one in real li

On the heels of this amazing act oi
ment from William A. Pinkerton, head
"most of the crimes committed to-day api
showing of pictures of criminal acts pre
should be suppressed."

Henry Bataille, popular playwright
greatest enemy of thought and progress
abominable. "This is not the fault of th
come something admirable and probably w

A criminologist and an artist of the
Both are men who have had wide experi
carry weight.

Do you want your boy or girl to s<
Is the motion picture an influence tor
country? Do pictures need more careful
children of the city or of all cities throut

The foregoing questions obviously
the playwright.

On the other hand, are motion picti
they, as Mr. Bataille says, "speculate up

The Health Commissioner declare
pernicious in their influence toward ctin
Officer of the city, to whose offices are b,
oughs and who is in closer touch with y
partment official, asserts that the sthalles
influenced to take up crime by seeing pho

A playwright who is a novelist at
that the motion picture influence is decic
that special pictures be made for boys and
of parents, and that Wednesday be set asit
only pictures made especially for them ar

' A city magistrate, to whose court ar
continuation school who are past sixteen
pictures, on the whole, are not harmful,
is steadily growing better.
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motion pictures defends this form of en
no more dangerous to the young than at
Carter, she declares, and suggests that cit
ployment for and looking after returned
duciions.

And the motion picture producers,
pronounce the present outcry against ph
founded blue law and reform agitation. C
crime and a still smaller percentage sho\
stand and therefore mimic, is the statemei

The baleful influence of the Amen
according to recent transatlantic bulletins
shown on the screerf and whom hundreds
as "The Black Sweaters" have thrown the
into a panic by their desperate acta. The
not have been staged or accomplished but

A fourteen-year-old boy tried to n
when questioned by the judge he confesse
applause for the same deed.

The juvenile court of! Paris record
a few years ago. Henry Rollet, a juvenift
of ten the culprits declare they received
from the motion pictures. Mr. Rollet
safes, force locks and to prevent finger m

French social workers, however, <
France that during the war period boys w<
are considering establishing a more rigid
sixteen from attending motion picture the
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DR. ROYAL S. COPELAND.

tion received. If I could have my way I
would introduce etereopticona into every
school in the city.
"The public in the best censorship that

can be put upon pictures. The public will
not go to see a really bad movie. Yet It will
flock to see a good picture.
"Crime to-day is due more to narcotics

than to motion pictures. We have had in
our care In the last few months every gunman,porch climber, pickpocket, practically
every major and minor criminal in the city.
They have been brought to our clinic at the
Riverside Hospital or to one of our other Institutions.If you Investigate these criminalsyou will And that petty thievery, robberyand all crimes where profit Is involved
are committed in almost every case for the
sole purppse of getting money or valuables
that can be converted Into money, With
which te buy more drugs. I consider that
the danger of narcotics is a' thousand times
more to be feared than motion pictures."
At this point in the Interview Mrs. Cope-

land, wife of the Commissioner, entered the
office, and the head of the liealth Departmentappealed to her to give her views on
the Influence of the movie. Mre. Copeland

Have Juvenile Matinee
COSMO HAMITiTO!^ writer of plays,

books and scenarios, who Is delving
deeper la the laet named field, also

advanced the Idea of a special motion plotureday each week for ty>ys and irlrls. Mr.
Hamilton suggested Wednesdays.
"Only about 2 per cent, of the pictures

shown on the screen to-day are harmless,
considered frem the point of view of their
Influence upon the c|illd." ssld Mr.- Hamilton."Douglas Fairbanks'* pictures do "no
barm, neither do they do the child anygood,because they are exaggerated and deceptive.Mary Plckford's pictures do good.
But there are thousands of others that are

an evil Influence because they me rough
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ime Indie
id Men Who Have
UrgeImprove'roducingCoraDefendsFilms

A COMAN.
my pressoa a loaaea revolver against tne
senior and pulled the trigger. The victim
und was pronounced serious. The youth
delinquent. A third boy, aged ten, son of
rhich the shooting was done. When taken
dups in the movies and was so thrilled by
ife.
' mimicry by mere children comes a stateoithe Pinkerton Detective Agency, that
oarently are by novices and boys, that the
motes criminality, and that such pictures
of France, declares that the movie is the
The present productions, he says, are

e cinematograph art itself, which may berillin half a century," he adds,
stage thus inveigh against motion pictures,
ence in their fields and their words must

*

ee pictures depicting or suggesting crime?
vil, particularly among the youths of the
! censoring before being presented to the
rhout the United States?
follow the statements of the detective and

ires to be held responsible for crime? Do
on the lowest qualities of humanity"?
s that drugs are a thousand times more
le than the. movies. The Chief Probation
rought all the delinquents of the five boroutbfulcriminals than any. other city detpercentage of the city's delinquents are
toplays.
id a screen author expresses the opinion
\edly harmful to the young. He suggests
girls, that they be passed upon by a board
le as a children's motion picture day, when
e shown.
e brought all the girl and boy truants from
years of age, holds the view that motion
He optimistically asserts that the world

mber of an organization to promote better
\tertainment for the young. Pictures are
e the stories of Horatio Alger and Nick
izens concern themselves with finding emsoldiersinstead of decrying screen proinvited

to present their side of the case,
otoplays a part of hysterical and poorly
)n/v m mm\11 rise r/*sa n+morM /i/ rmet

v wrongdoing that children would underitof a leading producing firm.
tic'an movie has been extended to France,

which decry the Wild West type of hero
of boys are imitating. Gangsters known

1 residents of one of the suburbs of Paris
se acts, authorities on crime assert, could
for the instructive cinema,
mrder ,his mother with a wine bottle and
d that be bad seen an American actor win

s to-day 1400 delinquents, as against 300
i court official, says that in nine cases out
their^inspiration to perform wicked deeds
ys that American films teach how to open
arks from showing.
ixonerate the American film and remind
tre permitted to run wild. Erencb officials
censorship and prohibiting! youths under
atres even when accompanied by parents.
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.CUbMO HAMILTON.

had just come from a motion picture theatre.
She In a "movie fan," and declared, speaking
generally, that the movies are educational,
entertaining and amusing to children. She
often takes her little boy. but Is careful to
And out in advance the story of the picture
"Such pictures as ' Way Down East' and

'Over the Hill to the Poor House' are beautifuland children enjoy them." declared
Mrs. Copeland. "But there are other pictures,
where crime, drunkenness and quarrels betweenmen and women are shown, that
children should not be permitted to see.

"I should like to have a special day.Saturdayafternoon, for instance.set aside for
the children at the motion picture theatre*
and on that afternoon only the best and
most beautiful pictures should be shown.
The afternoon would be better than the
morning, because often children have certain
home duties to perform in the morning
And I do not favor permitting children under14 yenrs of age to go to the theatre at
night. At the Saturday mntinees for chil-
nron mere snouia dp pictures or tne type in
which Douglas Fairbanks and Mnry Pickfordare featured. These are always entertainingand wholesome for boys and girls."

, Says Scenario Writer
stuff and drivel. Children should not he
taken to see such pictures.
"Why doesn't the trads look closer Into

the child's market, make a careful and
thoughtful study of It? It would be worth
while morally, educationally and commercially.They could open a child's studio
solely fot the production or pictures for
boys and girls. Think, for Instance, of the
Interest children would have* In pictures
made from Doulsa M. Alrott's hooka, from
Grimm's fairy tales and the Waterbablea
Many other delightful stories could he producedfor their benefit. Instead of having
pictures done down to the child's level they*
could bo done up to the child's level.

"Supposing that a screen artist, one of
the type of Maxflold Pnrrish, who does
charming Illustrations for children's books,
should make pictures for children. They

/
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would be inspiring and beautiful. They woul
treat the child's mind in the right way, a

» roost receptive, live thing. Children r«
spond quickly to the beautiful. They ar
also imaginative and easily led by bad stul
they see at the movies.
"At present what do they see at the mc

tion picture theatres? They see sex itorie:
seduction stories,* quarrels between husban
and wife and Western stories wnere there
a free use of the revolver, and all of thea
put bad ideas into their heads.
"Our children went to see the 'Last oCth

Mohicans' recently. And when they gc
home they dressed themselves up like Ir
dians, painted skulls and crossbones o
their chests and went creeping about th
house, jumping »ut at their nursemaid jiti
like little Indians. There's nothing inspij
ing about a' picture like that for childrei
It may be amusing, but the problem tha
presents Itself to parents now is what t
tftKe ineir emiciren to see tnat la airrarar.
from this type of plctura.
"Nothing would please me more than t

give about two years of my time to develop
lng children's pictures. Why shouldn't chll
dron be catered to? There Is nothing on th
stage for them to see. The only play I ca
think of now is Faversham's 'The Prinfce an
the Pauper.'
"There era certain rudimentary element

that a children's picture should depict, v«
these should be camouflaged. These ar
obedience to parents, loyalty and reverenc<

"I should like to see Children's Wednesda
become a universal day at the motion pic
ture theatres. Pictures to be shown on thes
afternoons might be passed by a board c
good taste. I don't want a board of censori
Best of all would be a board of Peter Pani
men and women whose minds still retail
an appreciation of what children love besi
who haven't grown up so that they have for
gotten what children like.

"I am convinced that if some group o
artists and women who have children, per
sons who understand babies, opened a studj
of tbelr own and produced pictures for chll
dren: If they engaged the most charmin
children to jilay In them; If they wer
assisted by aio best color artists we hav<
there could be turned out from such a studi
enough pictures to give different matinee
every Wednesday.
"This would prove a big commercial sua

cess, I feel sure, and would fill a long fel
want In the hearts of both parents and th<
public."

Bad Home Influences
WorseThan Bad Films
EDWIN J. COOLEY. chief probatloi

offleer of the Magistrates Courte o
New York city, disagrees with Mr

/Plnkerton.
"We haven't found any subetantlal evl

dence to warrant the statement that crlrn*
Is suggested by or is caused by tnotlor
pictures," said Mr. Cooley. "Occasionally wi
have a case where the desire to commit
crime can be traced to the Influence of som<
picture or series of pictures, but we And a<

Seeking Names
SEEKING to fulfll a war time promise h

made to members of the Elghty-sixtl
Aero Squadron while they were sta

tloned In England, A. Harkness-Beckton ha
asxed The New York Herald to assist in hli
efforts to learn the names and addresses o

the Americans he photographed at Shore
ham-by-the-Sea, Sussex, before the squadroi
went Into service across the English Chan
nel. Military regulations prohibited oorry
lng pictures to the Continent: conseauentl'
Mr. Harkness-Beckton prentiled the Amer
leans h«' would keep the photographs untl
the time came when there would be no sucl
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d many other more vital causes that produce
is delinquency and crime that we pay little
>- attention to the picture element.
6 "We have the biggest clinic in this coun

ftry, probably in the world,, fight here in New
York city. All the delinquents «( the Ave

»- boroughs are brought to us. The factors
" tlfat enter most largely into the bad conduct
" of boys and girls are lack of home influence,
18 lack of good companionship, lack of whoie10some recreation and lack of church influence.

"We become better acquainted with the
l® city's delinquents, the future criminals,
\ some of them, than deteqtives do. And we
'* learn the causes of delinquency.. We have

an opportunity to study the conditlQns in
L which the bad boys and girls of the city are

reared. Our department has no data to
"

substantiate the statement that the showing
i of pictures of criminal acts promotes crime.

The smallest percentage perhaps of these
lt boys and girls is influenced by the motion

pictures, but the percentage is Indeed very
small."

i-

I8 Discrimination Needed
d If Children Attend
8 -V yfRB- JAMES 8PEYER is honorary ..

e I \ /1 president of the Motion Pictiuv
s. Theatrical L<eague for Better Pictyures, a recently organized group of men and

"

women prominent in arte, letters, science
e
|f and commerce who have banded together to
i. raise the standard of motion plptures. Wh#r>
' asked whether she considered v the pictures
" shown to-day harmful or beneficial to ehildren,Mrs. Bpeyer replied: "Pictures that are

humane, instructive and educational are good
for children to see. But when they are
otherwise children should not be taken tor

0 see them."

« City Growing Better,
1 Truancy Figures Show
Magistrate brough. who presidesat the Municipp.1 Term Court,

to which are brought the worst
cases of truancy of girls snd boys ovar II
years of age attending continuation schools,
expressed a hopeful view of the citizens of
ths futurs.

> "Glorifying crime, showing how pickpocketsand burglars work, dossnt do any

J good, yet it doesn't do a great deal of harm,"
"

said the City Magistrate.
"The gangs in the city are pretty well

stamped out. We find from statistics that 76
per cent, of our probationers make good.
We never see thepi again in the courts.

i That doesn't look as if crime were lncreaaiing among the'young, does it? The city isn't
s growing any worse; on the contrary It is
i growing better all the time. Social agencies
a are influencing: the bed girls end boys for
3 good."

of These Soldiers
e restrictions. In far off West Africa now he
! Anda that hie list of addresses to whloh he

was to forward the photographs has been
lost, and he cannot remember even the

" names.
s With the suggestion that "perhaps you
f can And some of your boys among them" »

Mr. Harkness-Beckton enclosed Ave of the
photographs In his letter to The New York

1 Herald. The pictures ahow groups of three
or four members of the Eighty-sixth Aero

- Squadron with a motor truck as a bdckfground, and In two of the prints a little girl
- appears. Mr. Hfcrkness-Fieckton gives his
1 address as: Care the S. M. O., Sierra Leone,
l West Africa.
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